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Crime on Television and Safety in America


This research focuses on how safe people feel regarding crimes and violence in their neighborhood as regular viewers of crime television and other media that portrays crime.  Crime has been an increasingly more popular topic of media, especially with the way the news portrays it, and the emergence of its own television station, Crime TV.  This research looks into how regular viewers  of these television shows affects peoples thoughts towards the police in their area, how safe they feel in certain situations, and their faith in the judicial system to punish violent criminals.  It will also attempt to answer if it does make people feel more terrified for their life, why they continue to watch it and why is it aloud on television and not censored like many other things are.  

Literature Review


One of the most watched genres of prime time television in the United States is Crime.  Even though the rate of crime is moderating, this has no effect on the amount that is shown on television light night with shows such as America's Most Wanted, Cops and even on the local news.  According to Lizotte (2000) those who watch these types of shows are significantly more frightened and worried about crime than those that don't watch these shows.  If people not only watch these shows but have also been recent victims of crime it just makes things worse for them.  


There are other factors though that can lead to the fear of crime including place of residence, age, race, and sex.  However, with all of these noted crime on television just makes the realization of crime worse for people, especially when on the local news or on shows where a specific city near those people is named.  


A way that many see as a way to reduce fear of crime in their home is by owning a fire arm and keeping it close by.  According to Hemenway et al(1995) more than 50 percent of those who own a gun cite protection as the main reason for ownership.  Of all those surveyed 89 percent said they felt safer because they had a gun in their home.  


Even though these numbers feel safer themselves, 89 percent of non gun owners would say that they feel less safe knowing that neighbors own guns.  Gun owners themselves neither feel safer or unsafe knowing their neighbors had guns though.  So guns make their owners feel safe, but everyone else unsafe.

Methods


The data set for this topic is from the National Opinion Survey of Crime and Justice (NOSCJ), which was conducted in 1995 and archived by the Inter-university  Consortium for Political and Social Research.  There were three dependent variable looked:  Does watching crime on television (a) make someone more afraid of being hurt through a form of violence, (b) make someone less likely to believe in their police department, or (c) make someone believe that juvenile’s should be tried as adults in high profile cases.  All of these variables are used to establish whether or not someone who watches crime on television regularly is more afraid of crime in their area than those that don’t.  The variable of regular viewer  of crime on television was coded as 1(yes), 2(no), 8(don’t know) and 9(refusal to answer).


To analyze the first dependent variable there were seven scenarios asked or each of the participants and what they worry about.  They were do you worry about (a) you or your family being sexually assaulted, (b) being attacked while driving your car, (c) getting mugged, (d) getting beaten up, stabbed or shot, (e) getting murdered, (f) being robbed while at home, and (g) being robbed while not at home.  The categorical responses to these scenarios were coded 1(very frequently), 2(somewhat frequently), 3(seldom), 4(never), 8(Don’t know) and 9(Refused to answer) to focus on if they were scared and what exactly they were more scared of.  


Ability to trust the police was only measured by a confidence and a rating system.  The confidence factor was based on the ability to protect citizens from crime, ability to solve crimes, and ability to prevent crimes.  Each of these was coded as 1(Great deal of confidence), 2(some confidence), 3(little confidence), 4(no confidence), 8(Don’t know) and 9(refused to answer).  The other end was the rating system based on another three variables.  These were the ability to respond quickly to calls, friendliness, and ability to deal with people.  The ratings were on a 1-5 scale(1=very high, 2=high, 3=average, 4=low, 5=very low, 8=dk, 9=rf).  


The Final variables that were analyzed were does owning a gun really make someone feel safer.  The first of the two variables was Do you have a gun in your household.  This was coded as 1(Yes), 2(No), 8(Don't Know), and 9(Refused to Answer).  This was analyzed with all of the possible things that one could worry about as seen in the first question.

Results


In analyzing the data set, the graph's for each set of data analyzed were not highly correlated but useful conclusions were able to be drawn.  If someone was a regular viewer of crime on television they were more likely than those who didn't watch these shows regularly to be worried about crime very frequently.  However, those that viewed these types of shows regularly were less likely to worry in general.  The ratio of the viewers to non viewers in the other three categories were significantly lower.  From this it can be drawn that those that watch crime television shows are either already really worried about crime in their  area or they are confident that there will not be anything dangerous to happen to them by another person.  This data seemed to hold true in every category analyzed against regular viewers of crime on television.  


The ability to trust police to solve and prevent crimes, and protect the citizens of their area are the exact opposite however.  Those that watch crime television are more likely to have less confidence in the police to do the three aforementioned things.  After watching how most police officers from around the country and how they do their jobs, the confidence in them diminishes, which might lead to citizens relying on theirselves and neighbors to protect themselves from harm and to prevent crime in their neighborhood.  What better way than to arm the neighborhood with their own form of protection, guns.  


How safe does this actually make someone feel, to own a gun of their own.  According to the data, those that own guns are less likely to worry very frequently or somewhat frequently.  Non gun owners however, are more likely to never worry about crime as well as more likely to worry minimally.  Ironically, most of the people who were surveyed are those that worry never or minimally, which turns out that non gun owners are actually feeling safer.  

Discussion


The data set gave the exact opposite results as expected in regard to the question of  watching crime television regularly and having a fear of Crime.  One would expect, in agreeing with Hemenway et al, that exposure to crime on television would show what all is happening in the crime world and that things are happening to people and leaving criminals free.  This should frighten them, however a majority of people that watch crime on television are less likely to be frightened, according to this survey.  No matter the 


Contrary to the previous the main reason for most people to possess a firearm was for protection, however this data obtained and previous research agree that it just makes everyone else feel frightened.  Research has shown however, that the people who actually own the guns are the only ones that are feeling safer.  Even the ones who feel safer are do not out number those that do not feel safer by a great deal, it is nearly fifty fifty in a comparison.  


Common stereotypes of police officers in any town in America, is that they like to eat donuts and abuse their power.  It seems according to this data that watching crime on television only hurts that reputation that is already some dominant in how people think of authority figures known as police officers.  If the public can not have faith in these officers to protect from, prevent, or solve crimes, most people have no choice but to be afraid of crime in their area.

Conclusion


From the data acquired it can be determined that being a regular viewer of crime on television does not make someone more afraid of a certain crime happening to them.  It does however influence confidence levels in police departements nationwide, in that it lowers the confidence level.  As far as owning a firearm, it can not be determined wheter or not it makes a population in general feel less afraid if the person themselves owns the gun.  Previous research shows, though that it makes neighbors of gun owners more afraid of being injured, more specifically by a firearm.  
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